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such personal and informal contact. It is in the nature of
things a neighborhood organisation, and is not applicable
beyond the effectual reach of neighborhood rektions. It is
practicable, therefore, only so long and so far as the neces-
sary industrial relations do not overpass the possibilities of
such neighborly contact 5 and with any appreciable advance
in the state of the industrial arts, such as will unduly in-
crease the scale of industrial operations or of the consequent
economic relations, the anarchistic scheme of society grows
increasingly precarious.
Sooner or later the discrepancy grows too great, between
what is mechanically practicable, or rather unavoidable, in
the extension of the industrial community on the one hand,
and the farthest practicable stretch of the anarchistic system
of neighborly common-sense surveillance on the other hand.
So that the old order is manifestly due to break down
under the impact of cumulative change that entails a scale
of organisation effectually exceeding the working limits of
that undifferentiated consensus of sentiment that conditions
its efficiency. By the same token, a people which has proved
its eminent fitness for this scale and measure in the arts of
life, by carrying forward a culture of this character under
varying circumstances through several thousands of years,
should presumably be unable to find itself equally at home
under the conditions imposed by a state of the industrial arts
that greatly overreaches these moderate bounds, and should
so be unable, under these new conditions, to achieve any-
thing like the same measure of cultural balance and grace,
of popular comfort and content, or of wholesome common-
place fecundity.